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PREFACE 

In t h e  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  course o f f e r e d  i n  Second Year a t  
t h e  Univers i ty  o f  Newcastle, a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p rogress ive  assessment, 
s tuden t s  have the  oppor tun i ty  o f  e i t h e r  p re sen t ing  a  convent ional  
essay  o r  o f  researching  a  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  own choice from primary 
sou rces .  Many s tuden t s  choose t h e  second a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and s i n c e  t h i s  
programme began i n  1976 a  cons iderable  corpus o f  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a  has been b u i l t  up. The papers  a r e  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  use i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Newcastle Publ ic  
Library.  The b e s t  o f  t h e  papers ,  however, a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  
wider r eade r sh ip  by publ i sh ing  them each year .  

This ,  un fo r tuna te ly ,  may be t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  pub l i ca t ion ,  
a s  a  r eo rgan i sa t ion  o f  t h e  courses  o f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  department has 
meant t h a t  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  w i l l  be taught  i n  F i r s t  Year only,  where 
uns t ruc tu red  p r i v a t e  r e sea rch  by s t u d e n t s  would be l e s s  app ropr i a t e .  
However, t h e  e d i t o r s  hope you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  papers i n  t h i s  volume as  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and usefu l  a s  we d i d .  

Pe t e r  Hempenstall, Margaret Henry, Noel Rutherford.  
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THE NEWCASTLE AND NOHTI IUMBEItLAND BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

SUSAN ARMSTRONG 

SYNOPSIS : 

While t h e  Aust ra l ian  co lon ie s  sus t a ined  many o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
i d e a l s  of B r i t a i n ,  one a rea  i n  which A u s t r a l i a  d i f f e r e d  was i n  i t s  
dea l ings  with t h e  poor.  Although our c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  cu r ren t  n ine teen th  century Vic tor ian  a t t i t u d e s  towards t h e  poor,  
they  adopted d i f f e r e n t  ways and means o f  dispensing c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f .  

This  paper looks a t  one such i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  Newcastle and 
Northumberland Benevolent Society* from i t s  incept ion  i n  1885 through 
t o  1900. I t  a t tempts  t o  examine t h e  aims and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  
i n  dispensing c h a r i t y  i n  the  colony o f  Newcastle, t o  see  how i t s  
growth r e f l e c t e d  t h e  changing economic condi t ions  wi th in  t h e  colony 
and t o  es t imate  how t h e  Benevolent Socie ty  r e f l e c t e d  n ine teen th  
century  a t t i t u d e s  towards c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  and the  poor,  and maintained 
these  a t t i t u d e s  i n t o  t h e  twen t i e th  century .  



Aust ra l ian  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were fashioned i n  a  c l imate  o f  
opinion "where no t  only d id  e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s  have a  h o r r o r  of  t he  
English Poor Law, b u t  t h e  very n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Aus t r a l i an  economy and 
t h e  lack  o f  a  system o f  l o c a l  governments made i t s  in t roduc t ion  
impossible". ' However t h e  ques t ion  soon arose  over  who should accept  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  of t h e  co lon ie s ,  and t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  
organiza t ion  t h a t  r e l i e f  work should fol low. Governments were r e l u c t a n t  
t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  such r e l i e f ,  a s  t h e  widely he ld  b e l i e f  was 
t h a t  government in t e rven t ion  i n  r e l i e f  work "not only undermined 
i n i t i a t i v e  and s e l f  r e l i a n c e ,  b u t  encouraged a  pauper class" .* The 
s o l u t i o n  was found I n  government subs id ized  voluntary  organiza t ions  
which came t o  assume the  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  work i n  
most co lonies  of  Aus t r a l i a .  3 

In t h e  colony o f  N.S.W. t h e  Benevolent Socie ty  became the  
Government Almoner d ispens ing  c h a r i t y  and poor r e l i e f  "within a  
community where s e l f  improvement was t h e  dominating e thos  and 
Chr i s t i an  duly f r equen t ly  ~ n d e r l i n e d ' ~ . ~  The Vic to r i an  a t t i t u d e  towards 
poverty combined f a t a l i s m  "the poor ye always have wi th  you" and a  
moral izing and pa t ron iz ing  form of dispensing c h a r i t y  which saw 
" d e s t i t u t i o n  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  i nd iv idua l  weakness o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  and 
phi lanthropy [as]  t h e  br idge  between business  dea l ings  and Chr i s t i an  
consciousness".  Such was t h e  c l imate  of  thought ,  t h a t  s e t  t h e  tone  of  
t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty  a t  i t s  incept ion  i n  January 1885 and 
which accompanied a l l  i t s  c h a r i t a b l e  works f o r  t h e  next  f i f t e e n  yea r s .  

This  a t t i t u d e  o f  moral r e c t i t u d e  was p resen t  from t h e  very s t a r t  
o f  t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Society.  The minutes o f  t h e  f i r s t  meeting 
opened with t h e  s ta tement ,  "the Benevolent Society i n  Newcastle owes 
i t s  o r i g i n s  under Divine Providence t o  t h e  un i t ed  e f f o r t s  o f  many 
members o f  t he  Newcastle Re l i e f  Socie ty  and Women's ~ r u s a d e " . ~  These 
l a d i e s  see ing  t h e  d i s t r e s s  amongst them c a l l e d  on t h e  Mayor t o  convene 
a  pub l i c  meeting t o  form a  Benevolent Society whose ch ie f  aims would be 
I'to procure an asylum f o r  h e l p l e s s  people and t o  r e l i e v e  the  d e s t i t u t e  
poor around them". The l a d i e s  h i r e d  premises n e a r  t h e  S t .  John's  
Church i n  Parry S t r e e t  and t h e  l a d i e s '  committee proceeded t o  t ake  over  
t h e  e n t i r e  management and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  asylum. 

The o b j e c t s  of  t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Society were 
"1) t o  r e l i e v e  the  wants o f  t h e  poor - supplying them with c lo thes ,  
food and n e c e s s i t i e s  both i n s i d e  and ou t s ide  of  t h e  asylum i n  Newcastle 
and surrounding d i s t r i c t s  
2 )  primary cons idera t ion  t o  be pa id  t o  t h e  s i c k  and poor women i n  t h e i r  
confinementst'.  

Underlying t h e s e  aims was the  assumption t h a t  poverty was s e l f -  
i n f  1 i c t e d ,  and t h a t  a s s i s t a n c e  should be ind iv idua l  temporary and 
reformatory". The Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty  s e t  ou t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  and p roh ib i t ions  s o  t h a t  only t h e  despera te  would apply. 
Widely he ld  assumptions i n  regard  t o  r e l i e f  were " tha t  a s s i s t a n c e  
should be below t h e  lowest p r e v a i l i n g  community s t anda rds ,  t h a t  
r e c i p i e n t s  should be i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  where p o s s i b l e  i n  benevolent 
homes and t h a t  r e c i  i e n t s  be requi red  t o  undertake arduous and 
unpleasant tasks".  lg Rigorous cha rac te r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were c a r r i e d  
out  by lady v i s i t o r s  and almost i n e v i t a b l y  "the genera l  morals of t h e  

* The l a d i e s  had t o  form a. Benevolent s o c i e t y c i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in  
E f o r  E subsidy from t h e  government. 



a p p l i c a n t  came under  review;  as a t t e m p t s  were made t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between t h e  d e s e r v i n g  and t h e  undeserv ing  poor".'' 

These a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  poor  were r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
t h e  asylum. "In t h e  men's ward t h e r e  was t o  be  no gambling,  no e n t e r i n g  
o t h e r  wards ,  s p i t t i n g ,  rude  o r  improper  behav iour .  Men were t o  r i s e  a t  
6  a.m. i n  summer, h a l f  an h o u r  l a t e r  i n  w i n t e r .  They were f e d  t h r e e  
t imes  a  day,  w i t h  l i g h t s  o u t  at  9 p.m. I n  t h e  women's ward similar 
r u l e s  a p p l i e d .  But t h e r e  were c h i l d r e n  t o  wash a t  6 a.m. o r  h a l f  an 
hour  l a t e r  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  even ing  p r a y e r s  had t o  be  a t t e n d e d  and a  lock  
up at 9  p.m. Both s e x e s  had t o  b e  ba thed  c o m p l e t e l y  once a week and t o  
change t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  In r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  keep,  t h e y  were expec ted  t o  

12 c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  maintenance o f  t h e  asylum". 

blrs. E l l i s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  speak ing  a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
opening o f  t h e  asylum, encouraged h e r  band o f  workers  t o  " t r y  by God's 
g r a c e ,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  g r e a t  command, t o  l o v e  t h y  ne ighbour  and t o  
fol low i n  t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  Good Samar i t anM.13  

The f i r s t  annua l  r e p o r t  of  t h e  Benevolent S o c i e t y  commenced w i t h  
t h e  words,  "Blessed i s  he t h a t  C o n s i d e r e t h  t h e  Poor" and s t a t e d  t h a t  
" in  p o r p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  outward p r o s p e r i t y  around u s ,  t h e r e  is  an i n c r e a s -  
i n g  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  p o v e r t y ,  and wre tchedness  pe rmea t ing  o u r  m i d s t ,  
which can o n l y  be  stemmed by t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  Committee. "14 

R e l i e f  was t a k i n g  on a two f o l d  c h a r a c t e r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  o u t d o o r  
r e l i e f  and t h e  runn ing  o f  t h e  asylum. In  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f ,  
t h e  S o c i e t y  d i v i d e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  which i t  s e r v e d  ( i n c l u d i n g  S t o c k t o n ,  
Bullock I s l a n d ,  Wickham, Minmi, Char les town,  C a t h e r i n e  Hill Bay) i n t o  
a r e a s ,  i n  each  o f  which t h e  r e l i e f  was a d m i n i s t e r e d  by two l a d y  i r i s i t o r s .  
Once a  c a s e  o f  d e s t i t u t i o n  was brought  t o  t h e i r  n o t i c e ,  t h e y  made a  f u l l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and forwarded t h e i r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  General  Committee. T h i s  
committee dec ided  on t h e  amount o f  r e l i e f  t o  b e  g i v e n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
form o f  c l o t h i n g ,  b l a n k e t s ,  t o o l s  t o  h e l p  o b t a i n  employment o r  food 
t i c k e t s  which cou ld  be redeemed at t h e  l o c a l  g e n e r a l  shop i n  each  a r e a .  
There  was no f i x e d  a l lowance ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  b e i n g  governed by t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  "in p r a c t i c e  it i s  u s u a l  t o  g i v e  2/6 a week 

However, i n  t o  a s i n g l e  a p p l i c a n t ,  4 /6  a  week t o  a  mar r ied  couple" .  
keep ing  wi th  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  e t h o s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e  Fonorary T r e a s u r e r  
s t a t e d ,  "we do n o t  p r o f e s s  t o  g i v e  r e l i e f  t h a t  w i l l  f u l l y  s u p p o r t ,  a s  

A t o t a l  o f  1231 i n d i v i d u a l s  were h e l p e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  e x i s t e n c e  and t h e  Committee expended E245/19/8 i n  c a s h  f o r  
o u t d o o r  r e l i e f .  "Within t h e  f i r s t  twe lve  months t h e  o r i g i n a l  asylum 
was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet t h e  needs  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s o  a  new b u i l d i n g  
had been e r e c t e d  which p rov ided  e x t r a  accommodation and a l lowed  f o r  
t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e x e s .  Near ly  one hundred p e o p l e  p a s s e d  through 
t h e  asylum i n  t h e  f i f s t  y e a r  w i t h  many aged and i n f i r m  becoming 
permanent inmates".  

The second Annual Repo-t p r e s e n t e d  i n  March 1887, showed t h e  beg in-  
n i n g s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  which was pervad ing  t h e  co lony ,  wi th  a  c o r r e s -  
ponding i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  numbers a p p l y i n g  f o r  r e l i e f .  Near ly  one hundred 
p e o p l e  found temporary r e l i e f  and s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  asylum, and some 1,900 
p e o p l e  were a f f o r d e d  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f .  Mrs E l l i s  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
implored  t h e  l a d i e s  " t o  be  t r u e  women, and show t h e i r  sympathy t o  young 
and o l d ,  s i c k  and p o o r ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  merely  poor  and needy. We know 
upon h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  it i s  more b l e s s e d  t o  g i v e  t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e " .  





TABLE I 

F i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  seven y e a r s  o f  t h e  Benevolent  S o c i e t y  show t h e  
l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u t d o o r  and c a s u a l  r e l i e f  g iven  by t h e  S o c i e t y .  
'They show how t h e  Benevolent  S o c i c t y  " a c t e d  a s  a ba romete r  upon t h e  
s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  colony".  2G3 

Outdoor R e l i e f  Casual  R e l i e f  
P a s s e s  

Year F a m i l i e s  Male Female T o t a l  Meals Bed Steamer  R a i l  

1886 266 472 759 1231 x x 29 x 
1887 40 5 - - 1863 600 x 105 35 
1888 5 7 1 848 1293  2141 1269 456 210 2 3 
1889 85 7 1610 2268 3878 1047 359 268 57  
1890 1766 2372 3634 6006 1136 381 21 7 4 5 
1891 2136 2820 4248 7068 735 248 5 8 - 
1892 2523 3276 5572 9848 725 308 1 4 3  26 

* No e x p l a n a t i o n  was g iven  why i n  t h e  y e a r s  1891 and 1892 when demands 
f o r  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  was a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  demand f o r  c a s u a l  r e l i e f .  One e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  a b l e  
bodied men had l e f t  i n  s e a r c h  of work i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  wives 
rmtl c h i l d r e n  dependent  on t h e  Benevolent  S o c i c t y .  

T h i s  move by t h e  government "of o f f e r i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ u s t r a l i a n  
panacea  o f  p u t t i n g  men on t h e  land"" i s  i r o n i c  i n  view o f  t h e  Benevolent  
S o c i e t y ' s  q u a r t e r l y  mee t ing  i n  November 1893 which " s t r e s s e d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
d e p r e s s i o n  and t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t  i t  was h a v i n g  on t h e  working c l a s s e s  
and t h e  f r i e n d s  of t h e  ~ o c i e t ~ " . ~ ~  Not o n l y  was t h e  s o c i e t y  h e l p i n g  207 
f a m i l i e s ,  "many o f  whom were d e s e r t e d  wives w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  whose husbands 
were away s c o u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  work";30 b u t  a s  w e l l  i t  had t o  cope 
w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " s c o r e s  o f  hardworking men d r i v e n  o u t  from t h e  
i n t e r i o r  through want o f  work, have f o r c e d  t h e i r  way i n t o  Newcastle i n  
t h e  hope o f  o b t a i n i n g  employment, and when i t  i s  n o t  for thcoming t h e y  
a r e  f a l l i n g  back on t h e  h e l p i n g  hand o f  t h e  S ~ c i e t y " . ~ ~  

Even a s  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s e v e r i t y  i n  1894,  M r .  A r n o t t  
c o u l d  e u l o g i z e ,  "what would t h e  p o o r  o f  t h i s  c i t y  have done w i t h o u t  a 
s o c i e t y  such a s  t h i s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t ?  I t  was a m a t t e r  o f  t h a n k f u l n e s s  
t h a t  God had p u t  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  p r e s e n t  t o  engage i n  such  

T h i s  m o r a l i z i n g  and p a t r o n i z i n g  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  poor  s t i l l  
p r e v a i l e d  even i n  t i m e s  o f  mass ive  shutdowns i n  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  mines 
c a u s i n g  wide-spread  unemployment. The Newcast l e  Benevolent  S o c i e t y  
s t i l l  saw i t s  r o l e  "as  s t i m u l a t i n g  community f a n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p o o r ,  
and t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a r e  f o r  them". C h a r i t y ,  t o  t h e  
S o c i e t y ,  was s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  "as a minor a d j u s t m e n t  t o  t h e  machinery 
of s o c i e t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a r a d i c a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  of it".35 Pover ty  was 
s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  i n  most c a s e s  s e l f  i n f l i c t e d  and t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
condescending c h a r i t y  d e s i g n e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  pauper ism.  



This a t t i t u d e  was no t  confined t o  t h e  Benevolent Socie ty .  
The Newcastle Morning Herald 20/9/1894, c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ;he inc rease  
i n  the  numbers applying f o r  r e l i e f ,  which had doubled s i n c e  1888. - - 
"Poverty i s  e i t h e r  i nc reas ing  a t  an alarming r a t e ,  o r  t h e  sp r ings  of  
p r i v a t e  benevolence are  drying up, o r  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  d i s p o s i t i o n  
than formerly on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  people t o  throw t h e  burden of t h e i r  
s ickness  and poverty upon the  The e d i t o r  c a l l e d  f o r  "e f f ec t ive  
l e g i s l a t i o n  before  the  inc rease  o f  d i s t r e s s  i s  out  o f  a l l  p ropor t ion  
t o  t h e  growth i n  p o p ~ l a t i o n " . ~ 7  

By November 1895 the  Society was £1100 i n  deb t ,  wi th  inc reas ing  
demands being placed on the  S o c i e t y ' s  funds. One b r i g h t  spo t  i n  the  
yea r  1895 was t h e  e r e c t i o n  of two cot tages  f o r  aged married couples 
on t h e  asylum s i t e  a t  Waratah. In 1896 the  Soc ie ty ' s  f i rs t  meeting 
r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  f irst  main aim, " to  discourage pauperism, and t o  induce 
and f o s t e r  i ndus t ry  and s e l f  rel iance".38 The Soc ie ty ' s  records f o r  
1896 show " tha t  poverty and d i s t r e s s  had i n  no way decreased,  i f  
poss ib l e  i t  had assumed a s t e r n e r  aspec t .  Innumerable cases  o f  t o t a l  
d e s t i t u t i o n  and d i s t r e s s  had been brought t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t he  
C ~ r n m i t t e e " . ~ ~  An app l i ca t ion  was made t o  the  Government f o r  f u r t h e r  
funds as  £2606 was spen t  on r e l i e f ,  £500 more than i n  1895. The 
reques t  was re fused  even though t h e  Sydney Benevolent Soc ie ty  was given 
€2000 " t o  dea l  b e t t e r  wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t r e s s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
c i  ty l ' .  40 

~ r r a n ~ e m e n t s  were proceeding f o r  t he  e r e c t i o n  of  t he  new asylum 
a t  Waratah, with M r .  Arnott  o f f e r i n g  t o  s i g n  a cash c r e d i t  f o r  t he  
€2000 s t i l l  needed t o  complete t h e  bui ld ing .  The Reverend Se th  
Jones a t  t h e  Annual Meeting i n  March 1896 f e l t  compelled t o  move a 
vote of thanks t o  t h e  Committee, whom he saw as  being "engaged i n  the  
most honourable and Godlike work, guided by t h e  n o b l e s t ,  p u r e s t  motives. 
I t  was a labour of  love and t h e i r  reward was from God who had ordained 41 t h a t  t he  poor should be helped by t h e  r i c h ,  and t h e  weak by t h e  s t rong .  " 
A s p e c i a l  vote of thanks was a l s o  given t o  Mrs Ellis "whose wisdom and 
love had enabled h e r  t o  lead  the  Committee i n  accomplishing s o  much 
s e l f  denying and s e l f  s a c r i f i c i n g  work".42 

M r .  and Mrs. Ell is  and M r .  and Mrs. Arnott  were the  l ead ing  members 
of t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty .  M r .  E l l i s  M.L.A.  f o r  Newcastle 
represented  t h e  Soc ie ty ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Parliament and i n  deputa t ions  t o  
the  Premier f o r  increased  funds. Mrs. E l l i s  was P res iden t  o f  t he  
Socie ty  f o r  twelve yea r s ,  with Mrs. Arnott  a s  s e n i o r  Vice Pres ident  
and head o f  t he  Dorcas Committee; both were leading  s p i r i t s  i n  the  
Soc ie ty ,  and provided t h e  much valued l eade r sh ip  and i n c e n t i v e  t o  the  
l a d i e s  of  t h e  Committee. These two couples were wealthy well-respected 
l eade r s  i n  the  colony o f  N.S.W., being prominent a t  a l l  kinds o f  
r e l i g i o u s  and ph i l an th rop ic  meetings. Publ ic  suppor t  f o r  Chr i s t i an  
a c t i v i t i e s  was important f o r  s o c i a l  s tanding  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century,  
and me be r sh ip  of t h e  Benevolent Society meant s o c i a l  success i n  
N .  S.W.I3 S t a t u s  could be gained from doing good works, e s p e c i a l l y  
with p i l l a r s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  presence of t he  Arnotts  and t h e  E l l i s '  
t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  guaranteed t h e  continued support  o f  t h e  Benevolent 
Society,  and gave s t a t u s  and p r e s t i g e  t o  the  S o c i e t y ' s  s o c i a l  events  
and a c t i v i t i e s .  
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